CHAPTER XV

'THE MIRACULOUS MEDAL>

\ FTER dinner at Liston Rectory on the evening of August 18,
JLJLI943, we once more turned our attention to the morning's
discoveries, especially the patinated plaque. This we again
scrubbed, removing most of the green patina. The lettering and
religious symbols were now quite visible, and we could make out
the following inscriptions, etc. Obverse: the Virgin Mary, full
length, crushing the head of the serpent under her feet. Rays of
light issue from her fingers and fall on a terrestrial globe on which
she is standing, the whole surrounded by stars. Round the peri-
phery of the plaque is the following invocation: CO Mary,
Conceived Without Sin, Pray for Us Who Have Recourse to
Thee.' On the reverse of the plaque is the monogram CM' (for
Mary) with two hearts, surrounded by twelve stars. One of the
hearts is pierced with a sword. In the field of the plaque are
twelve stars.
The Rev. A. C. Henning, after a careful examination of the
plaque, suggested that the stars may represent the twelve tribes
of Israel, including that of Judah, of which Mary was a descen-
dant. The rays from her hands are obviously healing rays.
The pierced heart may be symbolic of the words of Simeon
(Luke ii, 35): 'Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul
also, that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed,' and
refers to our Lord's suffering on the Cross, and the suffering of
His Mother, Mary. Mr Henning also suggested that the twelve
stars were those of the Woman of the Apocalypse, as recorded
in Revelation xii, i: 'And there appeared a great wonder in
heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon under her
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars/
As for the small gold pendant, Mr Henning could say little
about that as it is so much worn and corroded owing to the low
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